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P1 – P3 Phonics Progression
On entry to P1 children assessed using Highland Literacy Phonological Awareness Assessment.

	P1
	P2
	P3

	Syllables
	Continue rhyming awareness.
	wh

	Rhyme / Onset and Rime e.g. bat, cat, sat, mat
	Capital letters
	th

	Initial Sounds – see Jolly Phonics progression.

1 sound per week initially.
	th
	Alphabetical order – simple dictionary skills

	CVC CVVC CCVC etc. blending.  Progressing to more difficult words when children are ready.

Focus on medial vowels when blending.
	wh
	Vowel blends; ai, ea, oa, ue, ie

	sh
	Consonant blends; tr, pl, fr, br, dr, sk, st etc…
	Magic e

	ch
	
	igh

	ng
	
	oy/oi

	oo
	
	ay

	ee
	
	Days and Months

	
	
	‘y’ as in ‘i’

	
	
	dropping e add -ing

	
	
	double consonant add -ing e.g. swimming

	Vocabulary – nonsense words.  

Developing a wide range of vocabulary.


P4 – P7 Progression

It was agreed that classes from P4 to P7 would follow the progression set out in the Single Word Spelling Test (SWST).

It should be noted that levels detailed in the SWST manual don’t exactly match our primary classes.  Therefore, it is recommended that you assess, consolidate and secure any spelling patterns from the previous level. E.g. P4 teachers look thoroughly at Level 3 before beginning Level 4 or P5 teachers look thoroughly at Level 4 before beginning Level 5.
